


A compelling case for change

Health crisis

Substantial demographic change

Sustainability of the current model of health care

Fiscal crisis

Climate change
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The majority 
(60%) of our 
overall health 
is determined 
by social and 
environmental 
factors,

only 25% is 
determined 
by health 
systems.

Social Determinants of Health matter 
much more than the Health System.

Source: CMAJ, 2017



Let’s recall how we are reimagining health in 
Newfoundland and Labrador

with a focus on the Social Determinants of Health

Round 4-Animation 1

https://youtu.be/QBKDDYceem8

https://youtu.be/QBKDDYceem8
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First, let’s consider what we 
have learned about poverty in 
Newfoundland and Labrador

Round 4 - Animation 2

https://youtu.be/j6EYe_GlCTc

https://youtu.be/j6EYe_GlCTc






An approach to basic income – predictable, reliable and 
adequate

A simplified income support process

Food security 

Housing security

A strengthened strategy for poverty reduction

Engagement with federal government for funding support

Actions for Poverty



Pathway to Inclusion

Round 4 - Animation 3

https://youtu.be/6zvr8c2yHfA

https://youtu.be/6zvr8c2yHfA


Provincial pathway for inclusion – structured in a 
participatory way

• “Nothing about us without us”

Knowledge transfer, including story-telling

Province-wide anti-racism and inclusion policy

Accountability mechanisms for health equity at all levels

Inclusion lens for policies, programs and environments

Actions for Inclusion



Climate Emergency

Round 4 - Animation 4

https://youtu.be/ip2-1R5DSHQ

https://youtu.be/ip2-1R5DSHQ






Increase awareness of climate emergency throughout NL

Speed up the implementation of Government’s climate action plan

Lessen the impact of the move to the green economy through a 
“Just Transition”

Respond to the health impacts of adaptations to climate 
emergency

Act to reduce the environmental footprint of the health system

Actions for Climate Emergency



Childhood

Round 4 - Animation 5

https://youtu.be/LTy8dlaDk-0

https://youtu.be/LTy8dlaDk-0












Actions for Childhood

A strategic plan for health promotion for all children and 
early intervention

Universal access to early childhood education

Integrated school health teams linked to community teams

One model of community health services for children and 
youth who have complex health needs 

A more focused response to the unique, complex needs of 
children and youth in care







Actions for Aging Population

Educate people to eliminate ageism 

Create new legislation to 1) enshrine the rights of older 
adults in home care, personal care homes and long-term 
care facilities; and 2) establish oversight for an integrated, 
transparent and coordinated approach to quality care –
including standards of care

Establish a provincial Frail Elderly program including 
certified age-friendly emergency departments 

Integrate the continuum of care that starts in community 
and goes through to end of life care



Actions for Aging Population

Increase education requirements and workforce planning
for all involved in the care of the elderly

Broaden provincial Pharmacare coverage

Increase the number of age friendly communities 
throughout the province



Actions for Quality Health Care

Accountability structures for health and social systems 
in the community, in addition to those in hospitals

Learning health and social systems

Statutory Oversight and Quality Council



Actions for Digital Technology

Penetration of broadband 50/10 is currently at 72% of 
households, estimated to increase to 98% by 2026

Province-wide, integrated, health information system

Virtual care is a reality and likely to benefit this province 
with its extended geography and high rural: urban 
population distribution







For our health, social determinants of health 

matter much more than the health system 




